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Audubon Florida Assembly
Registration for Audubon Assembly 2022 is now open!

Held in-person October 13-15 at the
Luminary Hotel in downtown Fort
Myers, this year’s event will center on
the theme “Birds Tell Us.”

With learning sessions, a keynote
presentation, awards, and field trips to
some of the birdiest hotspots in the
region, Assembly is a great opportunity
to network with Audubon members,
staff, and volunteers across the state.

The general format for the three-day
event includes field trips on Thursday
afternoon and Friday morning, learning
sessions on Friday afternoon, an awards
banquet on Friday night, and chapter events on Saturday morning. Meals
provided include hors d’oeuvres at the Thursday night reception; luncheon,
happy hour, and awards banquet on Friday; and Saturday breakfast.
Cost: $155 | $135 early bird | $80 Friday night banquet only.

Click here for field trip details and registration.

Hooded Warbler. Photo: John A. Middleton, Jr.
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https://www.luminaryhotel.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-audubon-assembly-birds-tell-us-registration-354028557947


UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS & EVENTS

We have a new field trip calendar on our website that allows you to add a trip to your
own personal calendar. We also still have them listed by month. Bring a friend!

September 17th Fred Howard Park Migrates and Shorebirds.

Meet on the park’s causeway SW corner before beach 7�30am.
Leader - Cuneyt Yilmaz

September 17th Plants for Birds Volunteer Day

Meet at Dunedin’s Hammock Park @ 9AM
RSVP through the ticket link or https://m.signupgenius.com/...

Join us in the main parking lot. Wear comfortable clothing and walking shoes. Bring
water and any gear you think you may need (bug spray, hat, gloves, tools). Looking
forward to seeing you for our new partnership project with Friends of the DH!

September 24th Brooker Creek Preserve

Meet at the kiosk in the parking lot at 8�00am
Leader - John Swenfurth

October 1st Monthly Bird Outing at Moccasin Lake Nature Park

Meet at 8�00am. Leader - Madeleine Bohrer
Accessible with assistance ♿

October 3rd Monthly Program
Beach Nesting Birds with Dr. Elizabeth Forys
Camera Traps help tell the story of two successful nesters: Black Skimmers and
Wilson's Plovers
In-Person Event at Moccasin Lake Nature Park
About this event: The 2022 breeding season was a big success for the Black
Skimmers nesting on our Pinellas County municipal beaches as well as Wilson's
Plovers nesting at Ft. De Soto and Outback Key. In addition to our normal methods
of data collection, this season we were aided by the use of game-cameras placed in
the habitat with the birds - come and see what we learned about these species!
Meet & Greet at 6�30 PM, Program 7PM

October 8th Eagle Lake Park

Meet at shelter 3 at 8am. 1800 Keene Rd.
Leader - Steve Aversa
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https://m.signupgenius.com/?fbclid=IwAR0eYvRWWIsWobbl6VSyG2o0YdUln-L8Fy2oQQm-kCbRLIiPbHVGzkMizC8#!/showSignUp/10c0c49a4a92fa0f5c34-september2


October 15th Honeymoon Island State Park

Meet at 8�30 a.m. at 1 Causeway Blvd, Dunedin at the Osprey Trail head at the north
end of the playground parking lot.
Leader - Cuneyt Yilmaz

October 20th-23rd Florida Birding & Nature Festival

Highlights Wildlife Corridors and Migrating birds, experience Central FL’s peak fall
migration 6650 Dickman Rd, Apollo Beach, FL
Contact - Info (813) 444-0115 or www.floridabirdingandnaturefestival.org/

October 29th John Chesnut Park

Meet at shelter 6 at 8am.
Leader - Steve Reardon

Clearwater Audubon Society offers a diverse lineup of outings.

Most trips are led by volunteer Clearwater Audubon Society leaders. Unless otherwise
indicated, they are free and open to the public. We host monthly guided bird walks/outings
at Moccasin Lake Nature park which is free to the public. The schedule will be updated as
more information becomes available. When you arrive we'll have our sign-in sheet. Pets and
smoking are prohibited.  Be sure to plan accordingly: bring water, snacks (lunch is
appropriate), hat, sunscreen, binoculars, and dress for the weather (know the current
forecast for the trip location). Keep emergency contact information on your person (for
example, in your chest pocket or on your phone). We look forward to seeing you at the
park.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the scheduled meet time designated.

DISCLAIMER: Any person participating in a Clearwater Audubon Society (CAS) Field Trip
does so at the individual's own risk, and acknowledges that CAS has made no warranty or
representation, expressed or implied, regarding the safety of conducting these activities at
these sites. All participants will be required to sign a waiver form/sign-in sheet releasing
CAS and its Officers, Directors, Field Trip Leaders, Assistants and Employees from any and
all claims, liabilities, losses, damage, costs and expenses resulting from any injury or
damage caused by failure to follow instruction.

We believe that diversity, equality and inclusion are essential to creating global citizens
who celebrate the unique differences of all and understand that each person plays a critical
role in our global society.
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WELCOME⚓ ABOARD

We are pleased to welcome Deborah Larkin as the Treasurer for the Clearwater
Audubon Board of Directors. She lends her extensive knowledge of finance to our
organization in an effort to help forward our mission and her love of the
environment.

Our new Board Member at Large is Diane Ives. You might have seen Diane on
CAS field trips and at events. Her decisive and fun nature is a welcome addition.

Have you met Don Peccia? He has joined our Finance committee on the board.
He has a background in business finance and has agreed to lend his credentials
and good humor to our board.

To view a list of available positions on the board or on a committee, please view this document.
Complete the Board Interest Survey here.

FLORIDA BIRDING &
NATURE FESTIVAL

October 20 - 23 , 2022

https://fbnfestival.org/

Come celebrate the wonders of the birds, wildlife, and
natural lands that we benefit from in West Central Florida!
Join us to enjoy and learn from renowned professionals,
experience peak migration, and shop unique products. A
four-day festival offering field and boat trips, presentations,

a special one-day turtle symposium, and a nature expo of vendors and exhibits. Steve
Shunk, author of the Peterson Reference Guide to Woodpeckers of North America, will speak
on Friday evening, and Carl Safina, author most recently of Becoming Wild.

Presented by: Tampa Audubon

View Organizer Website info@fbnfestival.org
Locatio: Suncoast Youth Conservation Center 6650 Dickman Road Apollo Beach, 33572
Get Directions from Google Maps
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http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/docs/GetonBoard.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VJWKJFV
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10227954155815793&set=pcb.5644778395540899&__cft__[0]=AZWQy9UO0ZNtbfov-vC79z2fv9Gow-dMZIPullfpctItOHjjhtQ59KM4fF0_KKKmZE_o0LmcYdCkSFnucocrPsb8MmCpRvSlC0HOEuPvxKG3RLOxuazIfnZI6xSWMivKWtQY8ynSQLWtI0r4BbkqJCLKES4fg26kqevK51X48WDZvnug4ioRF-jTFIBK52Nl6GA&__tn__=*bH-R
https://fbnfestival.org/
https://www.paradisebirding.com/about-steve
https://www.paradisebirding.com/about-steve
https://www.carlsafina.org/
https://www.tampaaudubon.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=27.7796056%2C-82.4010554


CONSERVATION CORNER

Rescue, Rehab & Release -Kim Begay
I received a call from Phil Beck with the City of Dunedin regarding a juvenile Red

Shouldered Hawk that needed help at a residence in Dunedin. I was able to

respond immediately and was on scene in ten minutes. Phil was there, along with

several residents of the heavily wooded neighborhood. All were very concerned

about the young hawk that seemed oblivious at all the commotion. The youngster

was unable to walk or fly away from people or do much of anything except back

up against a wall of the home and fluff up in an

attempt to look larger, frightening, and like a

formidable predator. The first thing I thought of

was, this hawk looks stunned. Almost as though he

had flown into a window or hit something while

learning how to fly and ended up on the ground too

disoriented to fly away to safety. The residents had

already given the fledgling hawk over an hour to

rest and recover from whatever happened to him

and fly back up into the nest tree, but he still wasn't

able to do it. The

residents knew exactly

where the RSHA

family had nested, as

they had watched the progress from nest-building,

incubating, eggs hatching, and parents raising their

young ones. I gently placed my long-handled pole

net over him, which met with no resistance at all.

From my many years of rescue experience and rehab
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training, I knew the hawk had a concussion and needed some time in rehab to

rest safely with supportive care until he recovered. I contacted the wild bird

hospital staff at Seaside Seabird Sanctuary and got the okay to bring him in.

About three days later, I got the good

news from Seaside that the fledgling

Red Shouldered Hawk was ready to go

back to his home territory. It's best for a

hawk this young to be placed back into

the tree where his nest is, if possible,

where he was "branching", which means

exploring the branches of the tree after

leaving the nest. Whenever I need a tree

climber to renest a bird, there's one

person that comes to mind right away,

and that is Moto Mike. Moto Mike

renests many species of birds that

require placing them back into a nest,

whether it be a natural stick nest, a

man-made platform nest, or just

placing a brancher up in the branches

of a nest tree.

Mike was able to stop by Seaside

Seabird Sanctuary with his assistant

Heidi, pick the hawk up, and head over

to Dunedin with his climbing gear. The

residents were so happy to see "their"

young hawk come back home,
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recovered, rested, and feisty again! They watched with much interest as Moto

Mike and Heidi went into action, setting their lines and figuring out the best

branches to use to climb up into the tree.

The little hawk looked at Mike as if to say, "I'm okay now, hurry up and put me

back where I belong!" I bet he's going to have one heck of a story to tell his

parents! He didn't stay in one place in the tree for long, hopping along the

branches and making short flights. It was a wonderful feeling watching him be

placed back in his home nest tree.

This was a great rescue with a wonderful outcome, thanks to many people and

caring residents. It takes a village, as they say! One rescue out of so many, but

definitely one worth sharing!

If you see a wild bird in need. Do not touch the bird. Call Kim Begay: 727.480.9010
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Thank you for your continued support.
Click a card below to learn more
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http://www.adamsdental.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thecoastalrealtor/
mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org


Your Clearwater Audubon Society Board
Executive Committee: Committee Chairs:

John Hood Conservation Projects: Dana Kerstein
Lynn Sumerson Field Trips: Dale Goebel
Dale Goebel Media: Position Available
Méichelle Long Membership: Cuneyt Yilmaz
Cuneyt Yilmaz Newsletter/Webmaster: Méichelle Long

Programs: Position Available

Officers: Board Member at Large: Committees:

VP Conservation: Kim Begay Mardy Hornsby CBC: Bill Kaempfer
Treasurer: Deborah Larkin Diane Ives Eagle Watch: Louise Roy
Secretary: Stephanie Hall IP President: John Hood Finance: Don Peccia

Join the Board or a Committee
Becoming a member of a nonprofit organization's board can be a meaningful way to
explore how your experience and expertise can be applied in the nonprofit sector at the
governance level, and ultimately, how your experience and expertise can help advance a
nonprofit organization's social impact. Please take a few moments to read Audubon’s
statement of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Belonging and the Board Member Expectations.
Board members meet on the last Monday of each month. Monthly general membership
meetings (open to the public) are the first Monday of the month unless otherwise noted.

To view a list of available positions on the board or on a committee, please view this
document. Complete the Board Interest Survey here.

Clearwater Audubon Society
Clearwater Audubon Society, Inc. P.O. Box 97 Clearwater Florida 33757

EIN 59-6177460

http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/
Supporting our community since 1959

Our Motto:  Conservation through Education
We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are

interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to other
locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation community;

scholarships to local summer camps and  speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups.
Membership Application

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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https://www.audubon.org/about/edi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-je2LytEQIGLNJ1BvNiYyojWrNtyulGhY182in5Zf4
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/docs/GetonBoard.pdf
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/docs/GetonBoard.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VJWKJFV
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/


Organizations We Support

Audubon Florida St. Petersburg Audubon
Society

Tampa Audubon Society

Important Bird Areas in
Florida Great Florida Birding Trail

Florida Ornithological
Society

Friends Of Brooker Creek
Preserve

Florida Herb Society
Suncoast Herpetological

Society, Inc.
Tampa Bay Turtle &

Tortoise Society
Pinellas Chapter FNPS

Friends in Focus
Photography Club

Safety Harbor Garden Club
Friends of Moccasin Lake

Moccasin Lake
Nature Park

Florid� Botanica� Garden�
Moccasin Lake Raptor Sanctuary

Jim McGinity, Florida Avian Conservation
FB: https://www.facebook.com/FloridaAvianConservation
Blog: https://floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com/
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http://fl.audubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
https://www.tampaaudubon.org/
https://www.tampaaudubon.org/
https://fl.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
https://fl.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
https://fl.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
https://www.facebook.com/flherbsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/suncoastherpclub/
https://www.facebook.com/suncoastherpclub/
https://www.facebook.com/turtleclubflorida/
https://www.facebook.com/turtleclubflorida/
https://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fifclearwater
https://www.facebook.com/fifclearwater
https://www.facebook.com/safetyharborgardenclubsafetyharborflorida/
https://www.friendsofmoccasinlake.com/
https://www.myclearwaterparks.com/facilities/facilities-amenities-locator/moccasin-lake-environmental-education-center
https://www.myclearwaterparks.com/facilities/facilities-amenities-locator/moccasin-lake-environmental-education-center
https://www.flbgfoundation.org/
https://www.moccasinlakeraptorsanctuary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaAvianConservation
https://floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com/


Take any good shots lately? Enter your best photos of the bay's natural wonders
for the 2023 Tampa Bay Watch wall calendar contest! Featuring stunning images of
native wildlife and breathtaking glimpses of skyscapes and waterways, your image
could be paired to represent a month of restoration and education, and help
Restore the Bay Every Day.

 Submit your photos today
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https://webmail.hostway.com/appsuite/#


SPECIES SPOTLIGHT
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