We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are
interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to
other locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation
community; scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups.

North Pinellas Christmas Bird Count

Marianne Korosy

On December 22, 2012, 68 people participated in the 113th annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count
in the North Pinellas circle. The North Pinellas circle was established in 1976 and has been
surveyed every year since without fail.
This circle, a 15 mile diameter count area, is centered at the intersection of U.S. Highway 19 and
Tampa Road. The count area roughly covers the area between Gulf-to-Bay Blvd/SR 60 on the
south to the Pasco County line on the north and from Honeymoon and Caladesi Islands on the
west to the Westchase area in western Hillsborough County on the east.
The ten count teams documented 158 species
Ring-necked Ducks on a Clearwater pond.
and 33,625 individual birds. Highlights
Photo by Nicky Armstrong
included Red-breasted Nuthatch (Brooker
Creek Preserve), Nashville Warbler, Greater
Scaup, Parasitic Jaeger, Razorbill, and Black
Scoter (Honeymoon Island), Black-throated
Green Warbler (Upper Tampa Bay Park area),
Ovenbird (Dunedin Hammock), Ruddy Duck
(William Dunn wastewater facility), Painted
and Indigo buntings (backyard feeder in Safety
Harbor area), American White Pelican (Caladesi Island), and Vesper Sparrow (western Hillsborough
area).
Thanks to all who came out on a cool, windy morning to help with the count; it turned out to be a
wonderfully warm day after all. And thanks for the great dinner and countdown camaraderie at John
and Lindsay Hood’s home to close out another year of the Christmas Bird Count!
Clearwater Audubon Society
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/
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Feathered “Jewels” in our Midst - Neotropical Migratory
Bird Banding Project
Jim McGinity
Every spring and fall, millions of birds migrate to and from the tropics. These birds, or neo-tropical
migrants, grace us with their presence for a short time as they move along the peninsula of Florida but
they make a large impact. Bird watchers work very hard to get looks at these feathered “jewels” as they
are some
00 of the most colorful birds (at least in the spring time).
As you may or may not be aware, many of these species are on the decline and need our help to ensure
their survival. The health of remaining natural areas like Ft. DeSoto, Honeymoon Island and
Hammock Parks is critical to the survival of neotropical migrants. For this reason, in fall 2012, I
began a migratory bird banding project in Hammock Park (Dunedin) with the assistance of Master
bird bander, Marianne Korosy. Known to local bird watchers as a good place to look for migrants in
the fall not much else was known about the avifauna of the Hammock. The goals of the project are to
document what species utilize the park during migration (spring and fall), educate the public about the
plight of these birds and to establish a baseline of information through banding and bird surveys to
inform City staff as they manage the habitat. Over time, we hope to work with the City of Dunedin to
increase the effectiveness of habitat improvements to improve the quality for migrants. We will be
banding on several Sunday mornings during the spring and fall migrations. Interested observers can
come visit the banding station at Hammock Park from 8 am to noon any of the following days: March
17th, 24th, April 7th, 21st & 28th.
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As stated by Smithsonian, “Public awareness and
concern are crucial components of migratory
bird conservation. Citizens who are enthusiastic
about birds, informed about threats, and
empowered to become involved in addressing
those threats, can make a tremendous
contribution to maintaining healthy bird
populations. By modeling what can be done and
involving people, their interest and involvement
in stewardship can grow.” (Smithsonian,
Migratory Bird Center).
For these reasons, we will be making the banding
days open to Audubon members and the general
public. This will give you a unique opportunity
to view, up close, these feathered “jewels” as they
migrate through Florida.
For more information, check out the
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center’s website:
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/scbi/migratorybirds/f
act_sheets/default.cfm?fxsht=9

Photos by: Jim McGinity, Karl Nichter, Kathleen
Nichter, and Dave Noel.

Michael J. Adams, DDS
Pamela G. Adams, DDS, MS, PA

15 North Missouri Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33755
(727) 461-4832
fax (727) 461-4835
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Officers of Clearwater Audubon Society
Membership
Membership Application
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PRESIDENT: JOHN HOOD
president@clearwateraudubon.com
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: BARBARA WALKER
barbibird@tampabay.rr.com

Monthly Meetings

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: SID CRAWFORD
blumax100@gmail.com

October – May
The first Monday of each month
at Moccasin Lake Nature Park:
Meet and Greet @ 6:30PM
Public Program @ 7:00PM
(Unless otherwise noted)
First meeting is October 8

TREASURER: JANE WILLIAMS
jwilli56@tampabay.rr.com

Past Issue of Wing Beat

MEDIA: CHRISTINA KUGEARES
media@clearwateraudubon.com
MEMBERSHIP: PAUL TRUNK
membership@clearwateraudubon.com
SECRETARY: REBECCA JOHNSON
secretary@clearwateraudubon.com
CONSERVATION ADVOCACY: RONDA MUSCA

rmusca1@tampabay.rr.com
CONSERVATION PROJECTS: DANA KERSTEIN
conservation@clearwateraudubon.com
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT: MARIANNE KOROSY
shorebirds11@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT & CLIMATE ACTION CHAIR:
MICHAEL MACDONALD
curmudgin@hotmail.com

click issue to view
Dec-Jan 2012-2013

"A Boater’s Guide to
Clearwater Harbor & St.
Joseph’s Sound including
Three Rooker Island, the Anclote
Keys and Anclote Bar” is now
available online.

FIELD TRIPS: PAUL TRUNK
fieldtrips@clearwateraudubon.com
EAGLE WATCH & OSPREY WATCH: BARBARA WALKER
barbibird@tampabay.rr.com
EDUCATION: LYNN SUMMERSON
education@clearwateraudubon.com
PROGRAMS: CYNTHIA E. KLUSS
programs@clearwateraudubon.com
BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE: GEORGE BYRD
LEGAL COUNSEL: R. BRUCE McMANUS
lawoffice@mcmanusestateplanning.com
WEBMASTER: PAUL TRUNK
webmaster@clearwateraudubon.com

click picture to view
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Clearwater Audubon lost a cherished friend and valued member when
Barbara Crandell passed away on November 20, 2012. Affectionately
known as Barbie by both young and old, she served ably in many different
positions over the years, including Program Chair, Hospitality Chair, and
Board Member.
We’ll miss Barbie’s sparkling personality, warm smiles and hugs, and
friendly, genuine greetings. Please join us in sharing memories of this
remarkable woman at 2 p.m. Sunday, February 17, in the classroom
building at Moccasin Lake Nature Park.
(pictured third from left below enjoying a CAS yard sale)

Clearwater Audubon & Clearwater Marine Aquarium
Breakfast & Birds
Join Clearwater Marine Aquarium for an exclusive two hour scenic boat tour with the
Clearwater Audubon Society. Available for a limited time only!
Clearwater Marine Aquarium and the Clearwater Audubon Society are touring through Clearwater Bay and St.
Joseph Sound to view local bird sanctuary islands. This nature boat tour includes a narrated scenic ride
conducted by the Clearwater Audubon Society as they discuss local birds, their habitats, and identification
techniques. Guests will witness birds and other wildlife in action as our narrator provides interesting and
educational facts. This is a fun ecological experience for groups of all ages! Enjoy coffee and refreshments while
you tour.
Select Dates:

Feb 2, 2013
Apr 6, 2013

Feb 16, 2013
Apr 20, 2013

March 2, 2013
May 4, 2013

Mar 16, 2013
May 18, 2013

Mar 30, 2013

View flyer here: http://seewinter.com/assets/education/Breakfast%20and%20Birds%20Flyer.pdf
Cost is $20 adults, $10 CMA members, $10 seniors. Boat leaves at 8AM. For further information or to book the
tour contact Lauren Dellert at 727-441-1790 ext. 252 or ldellert@cmaquarium.org
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Program Highlight: Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition
One Year Anniversary
Cynthia Kluss
The joint meeting of the Clearwater Audubon Society (CAS), St. Petersburg Audubon Society (SPAS), and
Pinellas Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society (P-FNPS) invited Carlton Ward, Jr., an 8th generation
Floridian and award winning photographer, to speak about his experience traveling on the Florida Wildlife
Corridor. The meeting night, January 17th, was the one year anniversary of his trip. Carlton displayed amazing
photos and film clips from his adventure. More can be learned about the trip of 1000 miles in 100 days by
visiting www.FloridaWildlifeCorridor.com. Events and programs involving Carlton Ward Photography can be
found by visiting the website at www.CarltonWard.com. There you can find more information about Carlton’s
extensive work in wildlife photography. National organizations like the National Geographic helped sponsor
the expedition. He has produced a Florida Ranches calendar every year since 2006 and documented the lives
of Florida Cowboys in a book by the same title.
During the question and answer segment of the program, Carlton was asked what his most important
objectives are in preserving and restoring Florida’s wild areas. The top three are:
1. supporting the Land Water Legacy petition and amendment project,
2. supporting the Land Water Conservation Fund,
3. keeping conservation and preservation language in Farm Bills; this can be accomplished by keeping
government representatives informed and aware of what needs to be done including the use of photos or
movies of wildlife encounters.
Other areas of interest are Greater Everglades
Refuge Planning Areas, Wetland Reserve
Programs, Everglades Headwater projects that
include underpasses for north/south wildlife and
water flow especially around the Tamiami Trail, I-4
,and I-10 highways. Species of interest include the
Florida black bear and the indigo snake.
Carlton is working on a 160 page book covering
The Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition. He may
have it available at the showing of the expedition
movie at the Tampa Bay History center in early
March. Check for the date, time, and cost on his
website. If you are interested in car-pooling to the
event, let me know at
programs@clearwateraudubon.com
or call 727-539-1321.

Photo credit: CarltonWardJr/CarltonWard.com

A big “thank you” to the hospitality committees of P-FNPS, SPAS, and CAS for the finger foods and
beverages. There were a lot of appetites to quench. Ideas or programs you desire to share with the Clearwater
Audubon Society membership for the October, 2013 to May, 2014 season are welcome. Just send your ideas
along to programs@clearwateraudubon.com or call 727-539-1321. Help is always welcome from those who
are interested in the planning and preparation process.
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AS Spring Yard Sale!
We are having a garage sale this spring. You can bring your
donated items to one of our meetings or you can contact
John Hood for pickup.

Visit our new website!
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/

Do you have a checklist?
Least Tern - About 350 pairs were censused in Tampa Bay
colonies this year, but colonies move frequently and are
hard to locate. In addition, Least Terns now nest readily on
flat, gravel-covered rooftops, where they may avoid
detection by surveyors. Highly vulnerable to disturbance by
humans and pets, Least Terns are listed as Threatened by
the Wildlife Commission. Want to help?
Contact John Hood
Do you have your Florida Bird Checklist?
http://fl.audubon.org/sites/default/files/documents/birds
_checklist.pdf
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Used with permission from
the Sioux Falls Bird Club.
Click here for the answers
(http://www.leifericson.org/
sfbc/id31.html)
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