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We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are 

interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trip s within the US and to 

other locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation 

community; scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups .   

Burrowing Owl Festival  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Park Environmental Center, Cape Coral 

Travel Day February 23rd 3pm and Festival on February 24, 2017 return after dinner on the road. 

Includesétransportation, hotel, breakfast, entrance fees & festival bus tour. 

Cost: $280 single occupancy, $240.00 double occupancy Limited Space: Only 7 spaces remaining. 

Contact Dale Goebel @ 727-510-1462 or sheirah11@verizon.net 

 

Download the 2017-2018  

Field Trip Brochure  

https://twitter.com/ClearwaterAudu1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/213954165290043/
mailto:sheirah11@verizon.net
http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/Field Trip and Program Brochure Final 2017-2018 (6).pdf
http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/Field Trip and Program Brochure Final 2017-2018 (6).pdf
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Membership  

Membership Application  

M onthly Meetings  

October ï May 

The first Monday of each month 

at Moccasin Lake Nature Park: 

Meet and Greet @ 6:30PM 

Public Program @ 7:00PM 

(Unless otherwise noted) 

Past Issue of Wing Beat        

    click issue to view          

   Oct-Nov 2017 

 

"A Boaterôs Guide to 

Clearwa ter Harbor & St. 

Josephôs Sound including 

Three Rooker Island, the 

Anclote Keys and Anclote Barò  

is now available online. 

           

 
 

click picture  to view  

 

http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/membership_new.html
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/membership_new.html
https://goo.gl/maps/8qkffwgrfYv
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/WingBeatDigital_Oct_Nov_2017_Vol79No1.pdf
http://www.pinellas.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/ClearwaterGuide_web.pdf
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Loudé Smellyé and Fun!                         ~  Erich  Glanz   

On Sunday November 19, five intrepid custodians of the earth 

set off for the yearly clean up of three St. Joseph Sound spoil 

islands used for nesting by herons, pelicans and cormorants.  

Our mission was to pick up the human trash that accumulates 

and can be a threat to nesting birds. Posted Audubon signs 

indicate these islands are bird sanctuaries, off limits to humans 

except for those participating in Clearwater Audubonôs annual 

cleanup.  November is the best month for the annual cleanup, 

as late nesting birds are finished and early nesting birds have 

not yet started.   

Led by Clearwater Audubon Society president John Hood 

aboard the vessel Audubon Protector, Liza, Paul, Stephanie and 

I visited Marker 26 Spoil Island and then Ozona Spoil Island 

East, both along the inter -coastal waterway north of the 

Dunedin Causeway. 

Photos by Erich  Glanz 

Marker 26 Spoil Island is posted to 

prevent disturbance by humans 

Our vessel, the Audubon Protector. 

At Marker 26 Island, we were greeted by many dozens of loud vocal birds, grunting and croaking and 

whining.  This was the largest island we visited and there were birds everywhere.  Magnificent 

Frigatebirds use this island as a roost, hundreds there some nights. We saw a Frigatebird heading off as 

we approached shortly after 9:00 AM. A flock of more than one hundred Double -crested Cormorants 

stood on the beach, eyeing us suspiciously, as Brown Pelicans, Great Blue Herons, White Ibis, Fish 

Crows and Black-crowned Night Herons sat in the trees.  As we moved about looking for trash, some 

birds flew off but most stood their ground and continued to vocalize.  
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Loudé Smellyé and Fun! (cont.)  

Copious quantities of guano, bird excrement, covered the ground and plants, filling the air with an 

acrid stench and making many places white as snow.  Plastic water bottles that had washed up and 

been there a long time looked like they were covered in white paint.  Here and there was an occasional 

bird skeleton, evidence of evolution at work.  We recognized pelican and cormorant skulls, as well as 

individual bones of large birds, all covered in white guano, an eerie and unique tableau.   

ñWhat about this was fun?ò you may be asking yourself. The opportunity to visit these islands, off 

limits to humans, inhabited only by birds but littered with human trash, is an ironic study in contrasts. 

We slipped between trees and bushes and waded around the mangroves, collecting items which had 

probably washed up when dropped by boaters or blown over from the mainland.  Plastic water bottles, 

beer cans, plastic bags, parts of hats, stray sandals, pieces of Styrofoam, the occasional fishing lure, 

and an orange plastic safety whistle were among our findings.  

The rocky beaches on the northwest side of these islands face the open water of St. Joseph Sound and 

are occasionally pounded by larger waves, which scour the shore, keeping vegetation from gaining a 

foothold.  In contrast, the south side of each island is covered by the thick vegetation of black and red 

mangroves, and is protected from wave action by the Dunedin Causeway.  

When Marker 26 Spoil Island was cleaned of human trash, we motored over to the smaller island 

known as Ozona Spoil Island East, where there were no visible signs that birds had nested recently.  

Paul wondered if raccoons might swim out from the mainland to this island, which is much closer to 

shore, and disrupt nesting attempts. Stephanie made the best find of the day, an intact sea urchin 

skeleton, called a test, about three inches in diameter and thoroughly cleaned by the elements, a beach 

scavengerôs dream.  Thick mangroves on the south side didnôt prevent Liza from cleaning up, in spite 

of the tangle of prop roots, and eventually she waded out to the Audubon Protector as rain began to 

fall. The weather prevented us from visiting our third island destination, so we made a run through 

pelting rain to the Caladesi ferry dock on Honeymoon Island, our boat filled with bags of trash, and 

headed home, wet and tired, and hoping our efforts created a better environment for nesting birds.   

Great Blue Heron getting ready to nest. White Ibis standing his ground.  


